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Everyday, WCRIS staff works hard to ensure private schools are protected from
government intervention and that your staff and students are treated equitably.

Advocacy is one of the many member benefits your school receives. You can learn
/ more about your member benefits by going to wcris.org/about-wcris/membership/



Dear

WCRIS Members,

Sharon L. Schmeling
WCRIS Executive
Director

Greetings!

Your work as leaders can be exhausting and your well can run dry, unless
you stop to get refreshed.

So, we welcome you today in a spirit of renewal. We pray you have an
enriching and uplifting day.

Now, you may wonder, how is that possible with all this talk of trauma on
the program today?

It's possible if you keep in mind two thoughts by Helen Keller, who suffered
her own share of trauma, until a remarkable educator came into her life:

e “Although the world is full of suffering, it is also full of the overcoming of it.”
And,

e “We could never learn to be brave and patient, if there were only joy in
the world.”

Inspired by these two thoughts, our program is designed to focus on the
concrete things you can do as educators and leaders to make your schools
and classrooms more joyful.

Whether it's the initiatives offered by our keynote speaker, or ideas for
addressing parental choice, school culture or legal issues that overshadow
your work, all of these topics will help you overcome the pain and suffering
you encounter daily in your staff, students and families.

Working through these issues together, we will learn how to be brave and
patient, and will thereby bring more joy into the world.

If you need anything along the way, or have ideas of how we can better
support your daily efforts to educate our precious children, please talk to

any WCRIS staff person.

We are here to serve!
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Who We Are

Our Accomplishments

Our Mission

WCRIS supports the unique missions of member schools through advocacy, education and partner-
ships, to ensure an extraordinary education and equitable opportunity for each child.

This legislative session, WCRIS has:

Advocated for schools to have the ability to announce school safety drills;

Provided a Private School Ombudsman, funded by the DPI at the WCRIS offices, to help private
schools navigate federal Title programs;

Helped shape the rules governing the state’s Special Needs Scholarship Program, which provides
vouchers to parents of children with special education needs;

Advocated for school safety grants that funded $6 million in updates to school doors, locks and
classrooms;

Worked for equitable recognition of private school teaching experience.

Dally, the WCRIS staff works too:

Protect private school students’ access to federal special education services;

Provide professional development and support for private school administrators;

Prevent countless laws from being passed that hamper our schools’ independence with
unneeded regulations and paperwork;

Promote educational excellence by facilitating private school participation in the annual Kohl

Foundation principal, teacher fellowship, and student scholarship competitions that provides
nearly $500,000 annually to WCRIS schools.

Member Benefits
By being a member of WCRIS, your school gets:

Advocacy at the State Capitol and in Washington D.C. to protect and defend private schools,
staff and parents;

Access to “Current Events,” a weekly e-letter with news from Madison and Washington D.C.;
A free copy of the biennial WCRIS Legal Handbook, which compiles all of the state laws that
regulate private schools;

Urgent announcements and communications from the DPI and other state agencies;
Participation in the Kohl Foundations awards;

Reduced registration fees for the annual March WCRIS Leadership Conference and August
Teacher Professional Learning Conference;

Reduced-priced, or free WCRIS publications;

Membership in the Council for American Private Education (CAPE).




Association of Christian
Schools International

John Davis
WCRIS Board Treasurer

President

Heritage Christian Schools
3500 S. Glen Park Rd.
New Berlin, WI 53151
(262) 423-0333

Christian Schools
International
Mark Buteyn

Administrator

Central Wisconsin Christian School
301 Fox Lake Rd.

Waupun, WI 53963

(920) 324-4233

Lutheran Church Missouri
Synod
SOUTH WISCONSIN DISTRICT

Dr. Chris Cody
WCRIS Board President

Superintendent
LCMS-S Office

8100 W. Capitol Drive
Milwaukee, WI 53222
(414) 464-8100

Gene Landendorf

Assistant Superintendent
LCMS-S Office

8100 W. Capitol Drive
Milwaukee, WI 53222
(414) 464-8100

NORTH WISCONSIN DISTRICT

DJ Schult

Assistant to the President
LCMS-N Office

3103 Seymour Lane
Wausau, WI 54401

(715) 945-8241 x 01

Roman Catholic Dioceses
DIOCESE OF GREEN BAY
Todd Blahnik

Superintendent
1825 Riverside Dr.
Green Bay, WI 54301
(920) 272-8296

Jane Schueller

Associate Superintendent
1825 Riverside Dr.

Green Bay, WI 54301
(920) 272-8296

DIOCESE OF LA CROSSE
Tom Reichenbacher

Superintendent
3710 East Avenue
PO Box 4004

La Crosse, WI 54602
(608) 788-7707

DIOCESE OF MADISON
Michael Lancaster

Superintendent

702 S. High Point Rd.
Madison, WI 53719
(608) 821-3180

ARCHDIOCESE OF
MILWAUKEE

Sue Burns Nelson

Associate Superintendent
3501 S. Lake Dr.

PO Box 070912
Milwaukee, WI 53207
(414) 785-2263

DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR

Peggy Schoenfuss
WCRIS Board Secretary

Superintendent
315 W. 5th St.

PO Box 280
Haugen, WI 54841
(715) 134-5044

WCRIS Board of Directors

Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod

SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN
DISTRICT

Daryl Weber

Principal

Bethlehem Lutheran School
N84 W15252 Menomonee Ave.
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051
(262) 251-3120

WESTERN WISCONSIN
DISTRICT

Jim Moeller

Principal

Trinity St. Luke's Lutheran School
801 S. Fifth St.

Watertown, WI 53094

(920) 261-3615

NORTHERN WISCONSIN
DISTRICT

Phil Punzel
WCRIS Board Vice President

Principal

St. Peter Lutheran School
N2740 French Rd.
Appleton, WI 54913
(920) 739-2009

Wisconsin Conference of
Seventh Day Adventist

Sue Nelson

Superintendent of Education
N2561 Old Hwy 16

PO Box 100

Fall River, WI 53932

(920) 484-6555

Wisconsin Association of
Independent Schools
Dr. Nathaniel Coffman

Head of School

The Prairie School
4050 Lighthouse Dr.
Racine, WI 53402
(262) 752-2504



Speakers

Keynote:

Dr. Lori
Desautels

Dr. Lori Desautels is an Assistant Professor at both undergraduate and graduate

y " programs at Butler University in Indianapolis. Before teaching at Marian and Butler
voe® ] universities, Lori taught emotionally troubled students in the upper elementary

grades and worked as a school counselor in Indianapolis. She was a private practice counselor and

co-owner of the Indianapolis Counseling Center. She was a behavioral consultant for Methodist Hos-

pital in Indianapolis on the adolescent psychiatric unit.

Lori is a Tedx talk presenter and the author of three books. A fourth is due out later this year.

Dr. Desautels will follow-up her keynote with a two-part workshop series today that will focus on
practical things that school’s leaders can do to address trauma in their schools.

Chad
Dirkse

Chad Dirkse is a graduate of Oostburg Christian School and Sheboygan

Christian School. Currently, he is President of Chattanooga Christian School in
Tennessee. Chad graduated from Covenant College with a BA in Elementary
Education, and he also holds an MBA with a specialization in school leadership from LeTourneau
University. He also serves as a Fellow at the Center for Advancement of Christian Education (CACE).

Thanks to the generosity of the EdChoice Foundation, Chad will speak about how to maintain your
school mission by embracing parental choice, which is a prime factor in school growth and sustain-
ability, regardless of participation in a voucher program.

Sponsored by:

EdChoice is a valued partner of WCRIS and has

7 been fighting for parental choice in Wisconsin
, c H U I c E since its beginning.

edchoice.org




7:30 am
8:00 am
8:15 am

9:30 am
9:45 am

11:00 am
11:30 am

12:45 pm

1:30 pm

1:45 pm

Schedule of Events

Registration and Breakfast
Welcome Address and Remarks

Keynote: Learning in Crisis: The Neurological Effects of Trauma on Learning. | Dr. Lori
Desautels, Assistant Professor, Butler University - Indianapolis

Marketplace Visiting Time | Networking

Workshop Session 1:

e Strategies for Building a Strong School Culture | Sam Seefeld, Principal, Trinity
Lutheran School - Freistadt

e The Law of the School: Cultural Issues Affecting Our Schools | Wisconsin Institute
for Law and Liberty (WILL) lawyers

* Mpythbusters: Debunking Equitable Participation Myths | Abbie Pavela, ESSA
Ombudsman, WCRIS

e Partll of Keynote. Digging Deeper: The Neurological Effects of Trauma on
Learning | Dr. Lori Desautels, Assistant Professor, Butler University - Indianapolis

Marketplace Visiting Time | Networking | Snack

Workshop Session 2:

e Aligning Your Mission for Student Achievement | John Davis, President of Heritage
Christian Schools - Brookfield

* What Is Instructional Leadership and Why Should | Care? | Deborah Erdmann, Prin-
cipal, Grace Lutheran School - Menomonee Falls

* The Law of the School: Cultural Issues Affecting Our Schools | Wisconsin Institute
for Law and Liberty (WILL) lawyers

e Part Il of Keynote. Digging Deeper: The Neurological Effects of Trauma on
Learning | Dr. Lori Desautels, Assistant Professor, Butler University - Indianapolis

Luncheon: Navigating the Unknown: How to Maintain Your Schools Mission and Identi-
ty in the Face of Parental Choice. | Chad Dirkse, Chatanooga Christian School, TN

Marketplace Visiting Time | Networking | Snack

Workshop Session 3:

e Aligning Your Mission for Student Achievement | John Davis, President of Heritage
Christian Schools - Brookfield

* What Is Instructional Leadership and Why Should | Care? | Deborah Erdmann, Prin-
cipal, Grace Lutheran School - Menomonee Falls

e Strategies for Building a Strong School Culture | Sam Seefeld, Principal, Trinity
Lutheran School - Freistadt

* The ESSA Geek is in: Help Clinic for your Title Program Dilemmas | Abbie Pavela,
Wisconsin Private School Ombudsman, WCRIS

Prize Drawings and Adjourn



Workshops

Aligning Your Mission for Student Achievement
Room: Woodland D

Your mission statement might sound good, but are you sure it is transforming students’ lives? Join us on this
journey to student improvement that begins with foundational statements and turns them into concrete goals
for your students. Then develop a training plan that will weave your vision into the daily fabric of student
experience.

John Davis, President, Heritage Christian Schools - Brookfield

Strategies for Building A Strong School Culture
Room: Woodland A

A strong school culture is essential for success. Ahead of strategies, pedagogy, and programs, the culture in
your classrooms and building must come first. Learn effective and practical steps you can implement at your
school that promote joy and a passion for learning that prepares each student (and staff member!) to reach
their full potential.

Sam Seefeld, Principal, Trinity Lutheran School - Freistadt

The Law of the School: Issues Affecting Our Schools
Room: Woodland C

Knowing what you can and can not do in the face of society’s ever-changing values and sexual mores is im-
portant for your school’s mission. This workshop will help you understand what you can do to protect your
school, students, and mission.

Wisconsin Institute for Law and Liberty (WILL) lawyers

What Is Instructional Leadership and Why Should | Care?
Room: Woodland A - Morning | Woodland C - Afternoon

A ship is only as good as its captain. This workshop will help you learn how to effectively lead your school and
encourage positive outcomes. Learn how to read your schools needs and act upon them. Instructional leader-
ship will help you engage your staff and motivate them to change.

Deborah Erdmann, Principal, Grace Lutheran School, Menomonee Falls

Mythbusters: Debunking ESSA Equitable Participation Myths
Room: Woodland B

Have you heard things about ESSA equitable participation in conversations with other principals and school
districts that make you wonder whether or not it's true? Can a private school be reimbursed? Can | hire my
own teachers for Title | instruction? Do | have to participate in all of the Title programs? What about pooling
with other private schools? If you've heard answers to these questions that make you think twice, then this is
the workshop for you. We will debunk common myths and misconceptions about the Every Student Succeeds
Act and learn what principals can do to proactively participate in this federal program.

Abbie Pavela, Wisconsin Private School Ombudsman, WCRIS - Madison

The ESSA Geek is in: A Help clinic for your Title Program Dilemmas
Room: Woodland B

Bring your Title funding and ESSA questions to this hands-on clinic. You will have a chance to speak one-on-
one with the ESSA Ombudsman, who can help you get answers to your burning questions.

Abbie Pavela,Wisconsin Private School Ombudsman, WCRIS - Madison
6
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Our Supporters
Thank You to Our Sponsors!

Diamond
Catapult Learning

Platinum
Lee Recreation
Stewardship-Innovations
Catalyst Construction
Gold
GROTH Design Group
Silver
Inter-State Studio & Publishing
Our Sunday Visitor
Stifel Religion Finance
Wisconsin Right to Life
DigiCopy
WHEFA- Wisconsin Health & Educational
Facilities Authority

Maris Education
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra
FACTS
Bronze
School Choice Wisconsin
Light Speed Technologies
Focus on Energy
Zaner-Bloser Superkids
Marian University
Mrs. Myers’ Reading Room

Sadlier Educational Consultant




LEE

REcreaTioN, LLC

Lee Recreation is more
than just playgrounds...

* Site Furnishings

* Outdoor Fitness Equipment

o Fabric Shade

» Recreational Products

e Outdoor Musical Instruments
 Playground Surfacing

» And More...

Office (800) 775-8937
Fax (608) 423-7655

260 W. Main Street
Cambridge, WI 53523

info(@leerecreation.com
www.leerecreation.com

Wisconsin’s
Exclusive
Distributor

Burke

PLAY THAT MOVES YOU.
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get better.
It’s not!”

Dr. Seuss, The Lorax

As elections are one of the cornerstones of our
democracy, ask yourself, IS MY CLASSROOM A

* School Photography ...making a PLACE WHERE STUDENTS WILL:

* Sports Photography diff_e_rence to the " bearn about eIections; .
families we serve! + Have respectfu.l dlalogue‘s,. N

* Yearbooks SER:STy + Hear about civic responsibilities;

A + 2L « Learn the democratic process?
* Student Planners i»’

The Wisconsin Right to Life Education Fund has

* And MUCh' Much More! hands-on resources for you!
For more information, contact: Visit WRTL.org/classroom
Judy Hill: 920-655-3400
visit: inter-state.com WISCONSIN
L fe RIGHTTOLIFE

©2020 Inter-State Studio & Publishing Co.®

VIS )

MILWAUKEE SYMPHONY
ORCHES STRA

Ken-David Masur Music Director

Music can
transform lives.

-
The Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra is proud to bring
engaging and impactful arts education experiences to ~
over 30,000 students and their families in Southeastern David Schlosser
Wisconsin and beyond every year. ™4 Managing Director

(262) 955-6925 | dschlosser@stifel.com

-

Audrey G.Baird Joan steeLe svem
XStrsof Ty STIFEL

W233 N2080 Ridgeview Parkway, Suite 202 | Waukesha, Wisconsin 53188
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC & NYSE | www.stifel.com



WISCONSIN HEALTH & EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES AUTHORITY

PROUDLY SERVING ALL WISCONSIN Since 1979, 897 bond issues in excess of $28

NONPROFIT BORROWERS TO OBTAIN. AND ‘ M Acute Care - 50%
MAINTAIN ACCESS TO THE BROADEST RANGE MLong Term Care - 26%
OF LOW COST, PRIVATE CAPITAL MARKET m Education - 15%
FUNDING POSSIBLE M Other - 9%

Number of issues as of 12/31/2019.
WHEFA IS A CONDUIT ISSUER OF TAX-EXEMPT REVENUE BONDS FOR ALL NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATIONS IN THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, INCLUDING WCRIS MEMBERS

DENNIS P. REILLY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR | WWW.WHEFA.COM | 262.792.0466 | INFO@WHEFA.COM

Save thousands of dollars!
Get tax exempt financing for your school’s building projects.

Contact WHEFA for help.
No obligations. No cost. This is a state-sponsored program.

GROTH Design Group

Architecture | Planning | Interior Design

"Schoo /5

N58 W6181 Columbia Road | Cedarburg, WI 53012 | 262.377.8001

www.gdg-architects.com




MARIS

Locations thrughout Wisconsin | EDUC-'E'ITl'U I

Visit us at www.dcopy.net

Maris Education

ﬁu CATING STU DENTS, http://www.mariseducation.com/
FORMING DISCIPLES

OSV’s curriculum solutions for Catholic pre-schools and schools invite
children to hear God’s invitation to a personal relationship through his
Word. Allelu!, our Early Childhood curriculum and Alive in Christ for
grades 1-8 lead students and families to understand and live a life of
discipleship while empowering teachers with easy-to use and

effective tools.

Stop by the OSV booth and see Katy Maier, your
Account Executive, for all your religious education

solutions, or reach her at 800-348-2440 ext 6319

Save the Date:
March 10, 2021 - In Madison!

Join WCRIS for a legislative action day on March 10, 2021 at the state capitol. Attendees will learn
about current bills and the newly proposed 2021-23 state budget and how it affects their schools.

Attendees will also go to the capitol and meet with their legislators.

This is a great chance to make a huge impression at the capitol and help lawmakers see what our
$1 billion annual contribution to the state’s education infrastructure looks like.

Mark your calanders now!

More details to come. Stay connected through our online Current Events e-letter to learn more.

Subscribe at www.wcris.org
12
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You're too busy leading a school to read
every policy, rule, memo or brief about
education.

E
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WCRIS reads them for you. That's a member benefit!

WCRIS staff reads every proposed law, policy, rule, memo and brief that impacts your
school. We decipher it and act on it so you don’t have to.

It is one of the many member benefits your school receives. You can learn more by
going to wcris.org/about-wcris/membership




CATAPULT LEARNING
IS PROUD TO BE THE
DIAMOND SPONSOR OF THE

Please be sure to stop by our
booth to learn more about our:

* Instructional intervention programs

* Professional development services,
including leadership workshops

and coaching

* Specialized services, including
counseling, nursing, and speech
& language

* Family engagement programs,
including workshops for families
and school staff

Catapult Learning

Improving Student Performance for Over 40 Years

WE'RE
CONMIMITTED
TO YOUR

S TUDENTS’
SUCCESS

For more than 40 years, Catapult Learning has
partnered with religious and independent schools
to provide high-quality supplemental instruction,
specialized services, and professional
development programs. Catapult Learning's
customized professional learning builds capacity
and transforms instruction, and our research-
based, systematic solutions ensure college and
career readiness in every student.

414.672.1089

1300 North 7th Street, Suite 200, Milwaukee WI 53205
catapultlearning.com

CL_19043
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