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Objectives:

● Participants will gain an understanding of the parts of a mini-lesson
● Participants will gain an understanding of the workshop model, especially in 

the  lense of reading and writing
● Participants will learn different methods for conferring with students
● Participants will learn about different ways to group students and work with 

small groups
● Participants will come away with ideas for launching their reading a writing 

workshops
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My Background

● Masters of Education in Teaching and Learning, St. 
Mary’s University

● 12 years teaching experience, entering 7th year at 
Blessed Sacrament in LaCrosse, WI

● 3 years using workshop model and Units of Study
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Participant Background



Reading and Writing Workshop

● Mini Lesson
○ Connection
○ Teaching Point
○ Active Engagement
○ Link

● Independent Work Time
○ Small Groups
○ Conferring

● Mid-Workshop Teaching Point
● Partner Work/Share
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uyI2v8BqMnFnySiaT9m-MEhEEC5auEr2/view?usp=sharing
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Mini-Lesson

● https://vimeo.com/55966243

● Mini-Lesson Viewing Organizer
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https://vimeo.com/55966243
http://readingandwritingproject.org/resources/units-of-study-implementation/units-of-study-classroom-videos#
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Conferring

● Article “Not Just Touching Base”

● Research Conference
○ Listening to reading
○ Asking questions
○ Short and Sweet

● Compliment Conference
○ Like research conference
○ Leave student with a compliment
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oSx73GCoqYcu6C6MhHwhJQmSK_Hog4MG/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/7GKTU2PsKEc
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Conferring

● Table Conference
○ Conference with 3-4 students at once

● Research, Decide, Teach Conference
○ Listen to reading
○ Ask questions
○ Decide what your student needs
○ Teach

● Conferring Talking Suggestions
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https://youtu.be/3g9vk07JkFs
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Small Groups

● Guided Reading

● Strategy Groups 
○ Group students based on reading/writing strategies that could benefit them
○ Fluid groups
○ Meet for a short time period

● Seminars - Let students sign up based on their individual goals/interests
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What assessment do you have available?

● Running Records

● Conferring Notes

● STAR

● Performance Assessments

● What can we add here??
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Boot Camp

● What things do your students need to know before they 
can be successful in workshop?
○ Meeting Area
○ Routine
○ Materials Needed
○ Expected Behavior
○ Mentor Text Collection
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Resources

https://twowritingteachers.org/

https://readingandwritingproject.org/

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/

https://choiceliteracy.com/

https://bit.ly/2YwMlI5

https://twowritingteachers.org/
https://readingandwritingproject.org/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/
https://choiceliteracy.com/
https://bit.ly/2YwMlI5
https://readingandwritingproject.org/
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e07822.aspx


Resources
https://bit.ly/2YwMlI5

https://bit.ly/2YwMlI5
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-GPcJSk-DAqxOmQPaS1OVJ9D8PFWUkgn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-H2jRWi2Y5e01z95XOvvvfCHVKgnnnPS/view?usp=sharing
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Meeting Area Examples



Conferring Checklist


