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Note: This guidance supersedes previous guidance on this topic.

The Wisconsin Division of Public Health (DPH) continues to actively monitor the spread and impact of the Novel Influenza A (H1N1)/2009 Virus.  We are responding to the current situation and planning for the possible changes to the virus and impacts to residents during the fall flu season. People should continue to take precautions to protect themselves and their families.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) initially recommended that schools close when a student or staff person attending the school became infected with the novel influenza A (H1N1)/2009 virus. This recommendation was based on information from Mexico early in the epidemic, where severe cases of illness had been reported.

New information on the epidemic in the US warranted a revision of the strategy for preventing spread of the infection among students and staff in schools and childcare facilities. It is no longer recommended that schools/childcare facilites close upon identification of a probable or confirmed case of novel influenza A (H1N1)/2009 virus infection.  Instead, school officials or day care center operators should help prevent the spread of this infection by promptly excluding students/attendees and staff who have symptoms of influenza like illness (ILI), defined as: fever plus cough or sore throat.  In addition, schools and childcare facilities, particularly those that have one or more attendees with confirmed or probable cases of influenza particularly those that have one or more attendees with confirmed or probable cases of influenza, should monitor daily absences and check for children with symptoms of influenza-like illness.   

Schools and childcare facilities should use the form below to track absences in their respective facilities:
· When parents call in to report their child will be absent

· When faculty and staff call in to report their absence

· In addition, the school should contact the parent or guardian of children whose absence has not been reported

The information should be collected and analyzed daily to determine the magnitude of student or staff absenteeism.  The school/childcare facility should contact the local health department if the occurrence of illness of the students, faculty or staff is above what is normally reported or if there is a marked increase of influenza-like illness using the following criteria:

· The attendee (student or staff) may have an illness characterized by any two of the following three criteria:
1. Fever (typically 37.8 degrees centigrade or 100.3 degrees Fahrenheit and greater).

2. Headache or myalgia (aches and pain, muscle aches, chest discomfort)

3. Respiratory signs or symptoms (cough or sore throat/congestion)
Monitoring Student Absences

School:






Student Name_______________________
Date _________ 
Time___________

Person Calling In Absence: 

(
Mom






(
Dad






(
Grandparent






(
Other: _________________________

Reported symptoms of ILI-check all that apply


_____ Fever _________temperature, if known

_____ Sore Throat (not Strep)

_____ Cough

_____ 

Test results, if done

_____ positive for Novel Influenza A (H1N1)/2009 Virus
_____ negative for Novel Influenza A (H1N1)/2009 Virus
_____ positive for other infection: specify ________________

_____ no testing done

_____Comments: 
____________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________

Excused, not ill  
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