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									February 9,  2010





Julie Lassa, Senator


State Capitol, 323 South


Madison, WI    53707











Dear Senator Lassa:





The WCRIS has several concerns with SB468/AB682 and is requesting the opportunity to work with the sponsors of this legislation to address the adverse impact our members feel it will have on our school policies and student safety.





With respect to the bills’ intent to protect children from harm, we stand in solidarity with the sponsors.  Our concerns rest with the practical implementation of such laws and the new state mandates for private schools in the bill.   





Under these provisions, everyday occurrences such as breaking up a playground tiff, a coach separating aggressive play, or even a school crossing guard stopping a pupil from running into the street would fall under the definition of “restraint”.   In the absence of a pre-determined, DPI-certified, safety officer such actions could be deemed illegal and could expose the school and their employees to civil action in a court.  Unfortunately, in many cases a delayed response on behalf of such school employees could result in great, physical harm to students.  





In addition, we are concerned with the new level of mandates for private schools contained in this legislation.   As mentioned, a designated, DPI-certified, school safety officer would need to be established; specific “time-out” areas approved; and, schools would need to submit an annual report to DPI detailing the individual occurrences addressed in this legislation.  





As you know, private schools by their very nature are held to a different level of standards than our public school counterparts.   In our world, every parent who sends their child to one of our schools has a choice.  If they do not approve of our school policies, another option always exists.   It is a market force we embrace, and our school policies reflect the needs of our parents.





WCRIS is asking the sponsors of this legislation to consider the practical impact of this proposal.  As stated, we do support your goal.  However, the fear of legal consequences may force a costly delay in reaction time for situations which require immediate action.





Thank you for your time and consideration.   Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns with our position on this legislation.





Sincerely,





Matt Kussow


Executive Director


 











