Position Paper:   Indoor Environmental Quality in Schools
SB 41

The Wisconsin Council of Religious and Independent Schools (WCRIS) is supportive of the co-authors intent to increase air quality standards through the creation of a task force and the development of a model management tool for maintaining indoor air quality in Wisconsin schools.  

The Council is particularly pleased with the inclusion of a non-public school representative on the task force.  

We are concerned, however, that the recommendations of the task force could result in costly, new mandates which could put additional pressures on many of our schools’ capital improvement budgets.
As you know, the current state of the economy is affecting all of us, including private school enrollments and the funds available to operate our schools.  Schools fortunate enough to have trust funds designated for such purposes experienced drastic reductions in those accounts over the last several years.  

Although many of our schools have incorporated interest earnings from such trust accounts in their normal operating budgets in the past, the current economic conditions have forced many schools to transfer large amounts from the principal of these accounts to cover their most pressing capital needs.   The necessity of such transfers will affect the stability of these accounts for years to come.  

WCRIS, through our representative on the task force, will be asking the legislature to include non-public schools should funding be provided to meet these new air quality standards.

Every student deserves clean air, regardless of the school they choose to attend. 

Thank you once again for including a non-public school representative on the task force.   WCRIS looks forward to working with you on this important issue.
