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State Budget Hits Private School Families
Madison……Large families with kids in private schools were left wincing from a last-second provision added to the 2009-11 State budget this week.   The Joint Finance Committee approved changes allowing public schools to cut transportation assistance to families with more than one child in a private school.
“Our schools are a great investment for Wisconsin,” said Matt Kussow, Executive Director of the Wisconsin Council of Religious and Independent Schools (WCRIS).  “The legislature should be supporting policies which encourage and assist our parents.”

Current law allows public school districts to provide “parent contracts” to students eligible for transportation services in lieu of actual bussing services.   The contracts provide financial assistance to parents based on “per pupil” costs in the district.  Under this proposal, parents with children in private schools would only be eligible for a “per household” stipend.
“This proposal unfairly targets large families to make-up for cuts to the transportation budget,” said Kussow.  “We all pay our taxes to fund these public services and fill such deficits.  Under this plan, some parents with kids in private schools will pay for this cut twice.”
“On average, this would cost a family of four about $300 per year, a family of five about $600,” added Kussow.  “Costs vary around the state but larger families will definitely feel the pain unless this is removed from the State budget.”
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