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Issue Paper:      Expansion of the Youth Options 
Proposal
Expand the current Youth Options program to include Wisconsin students attending non-public schools.

Background
The Youth Options program allows junior and senior-year students attending a public school to take courses at a college or technical school which are not currently available to them.

The student receives dual credit for the successful completion of the course towards their high school and post-secondary degree.  A student must seek approval by the school board prior to registering for any classes.

Fiscal Impact    There is no fiscal impact for the State of Wisconsin. 
The public school district is responsible for the cost of tuition, books and fees for approved courses.  

While participation and costs vary, on average the cost for each course is approximately $1,000 per semester.   Based on participation rates among public school students, we estimate approximately 25 – 50 non-public students would enroll in the program each semester.   

Rationale
The percentage of workers in Wisconsin with any post-secondary education is one of the lowest in the country.

Young adults with early exposure to post-secondary opportunities are 80% more likely to achieve a degree.

The program allows students to accelerate their degree completion time, thereby reducing education costs.

Other States
Illinois, Michigan and Minnesota all currently allow non-public students to participate in their programs.
