October 21, 2009

To:  
Wisconsin State Assembly                                                   Committee on Children and Families


From: 
Matt Kussow, Ex Dir

RE:
Assembly Bill 453 re: the statute of limitations for sexual contact with a child

The Wisconsin Council of Religious and Independent Schools (WCRIS) is opposed to AB453 as it is currently drafted.   While there is a deep respect for the victims of such cases and a strong desire to support measures which protect all children, AB453 fails to eliminate the legal barriers which preclude most victims from seeking justice.  
While AB453 eliminates the statute of limitations for future offenses, it does not address our state’s sovereign immunity doctrine or the $50,000 cap which shelter public entities from many civic actions.  As a result, individuals victimized in a public school, for example, are not offered the same legal recourse as a similar incident in a private institution. 

WCRIS understands the authors’ intent to provide victims an opportunity to seek justice in civil court.  However, we are asking the Committee on Children and Families to amend the proposal and create one, equitable standard for all cases.
Thank you for your time and consideration of our request.   Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

