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“Committed to a Higher Standard”
Tax credit: private education tuition 
Proposal

Provide for a non-refundable, individual income tax credit for K-12 tuition expenses, not to exceed $2,500 per high school student and $1,500 for students in grades 1-8.  
Rationale
Private education is a great investment for Wisconsin.  Our schools provide a high-quality education at a significant savings to the taxpayers.   
Today’s educational market is threatening the vitality of private schools, especially in rural areas.   
The availability of publicly-funded options, such as charter and virtual schools, is drawing a significant number of students from private schools.  In the last seven years, private education enrollments declined by over 10,000 students, closing 92 private schools in Wisconsin.
Parents will pay for public schools their entire lives.  A tuition tax credit recognizes for a limited period of time they are making another significant investment in their child’s education.
Data
A. Distribution of taxpayer funds (per student)

Public schools

$12,346  (2008-09)





Charter schools

$7,750 (2R’s);  $6,500 (other)




Virtual schools

$6,700




Choice schools

$6,442




Other private schools
$ 0
B. 7 year history – statewide enrollment trends
	
	Private Education:
Students
	Private Education:
Schools
	Charter:
Students
	Charter:
Schools

	2004-05
	136,623
	1015
	24,646
	

	2005-06
	135,033
	1010
	27,512
	161

	2006-07
	133,419
	997
	29,751
	183

	2007-08
	133,606
	972
	35,437
	190

	2008-09
	130,800
	958
	35,767
	231

	2009-10
	126,812
	944
	36,268
	221

	2010-11
	n.a.
	923
	37,173
	206

	7yr net difference
	(-9,811 students)
	          (-92 schools)
	+ 12,527 students
	+ 45 schools
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